' Oh youth voters, where are you?

3.8 million unregistered
eligible voters in Malaysia
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are between 21 to 30 years old

DID YOU KNOW?
Of the 3.8 million unregistered eligible voters in Malaysia two-thirds are between the
ages of 21 to 30, making youths the largest group of non-voters in Malaysia.

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?

Putting issues affecting youths on the country’s political agenda requires youth
participation and representation in the country’s democratic process. Democracy is
revitalised and given new life when generation after generation of youths continue
to participate and be represented in this important process.

' One person = one vote?
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DID YOU KNOW?

Smallest parliamentary constituency - Putrajaya (15,791 voters) - one seat in
Parliament. Largest parliamentary constituency - Kapar (144,159 voters) - one seat
in Parliament.

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?

1 vote in Putrajaya equals 9.13 votes in Kapar. This is more than 9 times the weight of
representation. Grossly over-representation of small and rural constituencies.

' Media - watchdog or lapdog?
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DID YOU KNOW?

In GE13, 80.4% of positive media coverage was for the government while 67.8% of
negative coverage was for the opposition coalition. Malaysians were denied open,
honest and independent debates on policies and election manifestos on most
mainstream, traditional and print media. One-sided messages were being fed

to Malaysians, robbing them the opportunity to get educated on issues, consider
different perspectives and become informed voters.

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?

Mass media plays an important role in informing citizens on issues that matter and
has the responsibility to present these issues in a transparent, independent and
truthful manner. Journalism that fails to act as a watchdog but instead a mouthpiece
of those in power is an affront to democracy.
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' Youth voters = game-changers?

Youth voter turnout
for the state election
in Virginia, United States
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the United Kingdom

72% 43

2017 2015

Youth voter turnout (18-24 years old) for the 2017 general election in the United
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conservative party (the then overwhelming favorite), its majority in parliament.
In the 2017 Virginia state election in the United States of America, youth voter turnout
(18-29 years old) was 34%, doubling the turnout rate in the 2009 election (17%), giving
the Democrats their biggest gain in statewide offices and legislature in decades.

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?
When youths show up and vote for parties and candidates that care about their
interests and concerns, it makes a huge difference. Youth voters are game-changers.



